	Social Studies 8
A Voyage to Discovery: A History of Newfoundland and Labrador 1800 - Present

Chapter 4, “How the People Where Governed.”
Teacher Guide Notes


· Terms:

· Naval Governor:  The leader of the navy with authority to govern the military, political and judicial aspects of government.  The governor was given the title, “Excellency.”

· Civil Governor:  The leader of the civil government.  The civil governor could seek the advice of an appointed local council.  He remained solely under the control of the British government.

· Crown Colony:  Newfoundland became a crown colony in 1824 when the British government accepted it was not just a fishing ground, but a home to about fifty thousand inhabitants.  Newfoundlanders wanted some say in the way the island was being governed.

· Representative Government: Model after other forms of government in British North America.  It consisted of a governor, a legislative council and an assembly.

· Responsible Government:  The governor had no real power, but rather followed the advice of the executive council which was appointed from the elected assembly.

· Electoral Districts: Geographic divisions from which members were selected to represent the people in government.  Nine electoral districts divided the island of Newfoundland.

· Factors that contributed to the establishment of colonial status in Newfoundland in 1824

· A large influx of Irish immigrant settled on the island in search of employment and a better life in the fishing industry.

· The naval system of governing the island was being strained by the ever increasing population spreading around the bays and coves of the rugged coastline.

· Political reformers began to put pressure on the British government for political institutions which could more effectively and efficiently govern the island

The British government realize that Newfoundland was no longer a seasonal fishing settlement, with a population of 50, 000 inhabitant, Newfoundland was made a Crown Colony.

· Some conditions which led to the establishment of representative government in Newfoundland in 1832 included developments and improvement in:

· the education system

· the offering of medical services

· the judicial system

· agriculture

· town planning

· social relief efforts for the poor

· Commerce (business)

· In 1855, Responsible government in Newfoundland came to be in part to the inhabitants being dissatisfied the ineffective governing system of the representative government where the appointed council (Protestant - English and Scottish - Merchants - wealthy) had more power to make decisions than the elected assembly (Roman Catholic - Irish - Fisherman - poor).

The elected assembly felt they had the voice of the people because they were elected, but the appointed council held the interests of the business community.  Under responsible government the executive council (members chosen from the political party with the majority of seats - cabinet) enforced laws which the legislative council made.


	Governments of Newfoundland
A Comparison Chart
	

	Representative Government 1832
	Responsible Government 1855

	Governor had the final authority - Appointed by the British government.
	Governor had no real power.

	Appointed Council and Elected Assembly.
	Executive Council and Legislative Council.

	· Appointed Council - English/Scottish, Protestant, Merchants and Wealthy.  Appointed by the British government.

· Elected Assembly - Irish, Roman Catholic, Fisherman and Poor.
	· Executive Council (cabinet) - appointed by the governor from the elected assembly.

· Legislative Council - made law which the executive council enforces - elected assembly.

· Leader referred to as premier.

	Political power was in the hands of the governor and the appointed council.
	Political power was in the hands of the people.

	· The appointed council had more power than the elected assembly.
	· The party with the most seats held political power.


· Keeping law and order in Newfoundland was no easy task.  Many conflicts were settled on the seas.  Some Captains pirated or rammed vessels belonging to known opposing political enemies, while others took a more direct route of vigilante justice; burning sheds and fishing gear of known agitators.  These activities were practiced by all sides of the political fence.  To curve these vigilante actions the various religious clergy began to take a more active role discouraging such disruptive activities from their flock.  The clergy began preaching nonviolent protests and tolerance.  Of course, when these actions did not work the local police detachment or members of the local military garrison were called in to “crack heads.”

· Religious Divisions in Newfoundland
Liberal




vs.



Conservative

Roman Catholic


vs.



Protestant

Conflict
· To advert conflict and further uprising (violence), a denominational school system compromise was reached.  There would be three school systems. 

1.) The Roman Catholic School Board

ex. Leo Burke Academy
2.)
The Integrated School Board (Salvation Army, Anglican and United churches).

ex. Inglis Memorial
3.)
The Pentecostal School Board

ex. Bishop’s Falls Academy
Activity:
Introduce and discuss, “Confederation” (p. 78), and the “Confederation Debate” (p. 79). Students are to create a chart of the arguments made by the confederate and the anti-confederates.

· Notable Historical People:

· Frederick Carter

· Charles Fox Bennett 

· Robert Reid 

· William Ford Coaker

· Robert Bond

· Archbishop Howley

· Worksheets:


· Newfoundland Expression

· Newfoundland Expression - Old English

· Train Colouring Activity

· Railway Section Listening Quiz

· Newfoundland in Crisis, “Group Activity”

· William Ford Coaker: Man of the People

· “Where Do You Stand?”

· “The 1869 Newfoundland Union with Canada Debate”

